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 St Thomas More Primary School Nursery Admissions Policy 

 Introduction 
 
St Thomas More Primary School offers high-quality nursery provision for children aged 3 and 4 years old. We aim to 
provide flexible options to meet the needs of families while ensuring fairness and transparency in our admissions 
process. 

 

Nursery Provision 

• Children can attend any number of hours once they turn 3 years old, starting from the term after their third 
birthday. 

• Funded Hours:  

o All children aged 3 and 4 are entitled to 15 hours of funded nursery provision per week. 

o Families who meet the government criteria and provide a valid 30-hour eligibility code can access 
up to 30 funded hours per week. 

• Additional Hours:  

o If you do not have a 30-hour code, you may purchase extra hours beyond the funded 15 hours. 

o Additional hours can be paid for via Arbor. 

• Wraparound Care:  

o Funded hours can also be used towards wraparound care, subject to availability. In this instance, 
the Wraparound care hours paid for by funded hours would have to be the same each week. 

o Wraparound care can alternatively be paid for directly to the school office through Arbor. 

 

Admissions Process 

• Application Method:  

o Applications can be made using our school paper application form (Appendix 1), available from 
the school office or on our website (Nursery admissions Policy). 

o Completed forms should be returned to the school office. 

o As well as the school form, the Durham County Council Early Education Entitlement Form 
(Appendix 2) is required to be completed for our School Nursery. 

• Application Deadline:  

o Applications must be submitted one term before the term you wish your child to start nursery. 

• Transition Arrangements:  

o The school office will contact you during the term before your child starts to:  

▪ Arrange transition sessions. 
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▪ Gather any additional information required. 

▪ Arrange collection of the school Data Collection pack. 

 

Places Available 

• We have 15 full-time nursery places guaranteed for 3- and 4-year-olds, but we may be able to 
accommodate more, depending on the number of children in Reception. 

• Nursery places are primarily offered for a September start. If spaces remain, we may admit children for 
January or April starts, provided they are eligible (the term after their third birthday). 

 

Oversubscription Criteria 

If applications exceed available places, priority will be given in the following order: 

1. Children with siblings already attending St Thomas More Primary School. 

2. Children in Need, as defined by the Children Act 1989, including:  

o Children unlikely to achieve or maintain a reasonable standard of health or development without 
Local Authority support. 

o Children whose health or development is likely to be significantly impaired without such support. 

o Children who are disabled. 

o Children from families where English is not the main language. 

3. Age – Priority will be given to older children (by date of birth). Where dates of birth are the same, priority will 
be given to the earliest application date. 

4. Children living within the parish (Parish of Durham Martyrs) or local authority boundaries. 

 

Waiting List 

• We maintain a waiting list for nursery places. 

• Parents can request to add their child’s name to the list at any time by completing an application form. 

• If places become available during the academic year, they will be offered according to the oversubscription 
criteria. 

 

Offer of Places 

• Offers for September places will be made in June, at the latest. 

• Parents will have two weeks to accept the offer. 

• Session preferences will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 
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Additional Information 

• Admission to nursery does not guarantee a place in Reception. Parents must apply for a primary school 
place through the Local Authority. 

• Parents are welcome to visit the school for a tour and discussion with the Headteacher. 

• If you wish to change your child’s nursery hours at any point, the school must receive at least a half terms’ 
notice in writing via the school office. This ensures we can plan staffing, provision and funding effectively. 

 

Complaints 

Parents do not have a statutory right to appeal nursery admissions decisions. However, if you believe the criteria 
have not been applied fairly, you may use the school’s Complaints Policy, available on our website. 

 

Contact Details 

Phone: 0191 386 4761 
Email: stmb@stmb.bwcet.com 
Website: https://stthomasmorebelmont.bwcet.com  

 

 
  

https://stthomasmorebelmont.bwcet.com/
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Appendix 1 
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